
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S10181 October 7, 2009 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-

NET). The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, 
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2010 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2847, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A bill (H.R. 2847) making appropriations 
for the Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, and Science, and Related Agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I am 
very pleased to be joined today by my 
distinguished colleague from Alabama, 
Senator RICHARD SHELBY. We wish to 
present the Commerce-Justice appro-
priations bill to the Senate. What I 
wish to say to my colleagues is that as 
we do this, everyone should know this 
bill is a product of bipartisan coopera-
tion. At times, when one views the 
Senate through the lens of the media, 
one would think that everything we do 
here is very prickly and very partisan. 
But that is not true, certainly of the 
Commerce-Justice-Science appropria-
tions. 

Senator SHELBY and I worked to-
gether on this bill. Yes, I do chair it, 
but it has been with maximum con-
sultation with others on the other side 
of the aisle. It was the same way when 
Senator SHELBY chaired this com-
mittee. 

We are pleased to present to the Sen-
ate the fiscal year 2010 bill to fund the 
Departments of Commerce and Justice 
and air science agencies. I thank Ma-
jority Leader REID and Minority Lead-
er MCCONNELL for allowing to us to 
bring the CJS bill to the floor. 

The CJS bill is a product of coopera-
tion between Senator SHELBY and me 
and our excellent staff. We have 
worked hand in hand. I thank Senators 
INOUYE and Ranking Member COCHRAN 
for their allocation. 

We were able to write a very good 
bill, but the stringent budget environ-
ment required the subcommittee to 
make difficult decisions. The CJS bill 
totals $64.9 billion in discretionary 
spending, consistent with the sub-
committee’s 302(b) allocation. So any 
amendments to the bill will need to be 
offset. 

The purpose of the CJS bill is to fund 
the Department of Commerce and its 
bureaus and administration. Many peo-
ple do not know what the Department 
of Commerce truly does. It is an array 
of complex agencies that is important 
to our economy: The Bureau of Indus-
try and Security gives licenses for ex-
ports; the Economic Development Ad-
ministration creates economic growth 
in our communities, particularly 
midsized to small towns; the Census 
Bureau, preparing now, somewhat un-
evenly, for the 2010 census; the Patent 
and Trade Office which protects our in-
tellectual property; along with the 
International Trade Administration 
which enforces our trade laws. 

We are particularly proud of the 
Commerce Department, of the National 
Institutes for Standards and Tech-
nology. It sets the standards for tech-
nology which allows our country and 
our companies to be able to compete in 
the global marketplace. 

This subcommittee also funds the De-
partment of Justice which keeps us 
safe from violent crime and terrorism. 
It prosecutes criminals of all kind— 
white collar, blue collar or no collar. It 
also has a vigorous approach to the 
despicable practice of being a sexual 
predator. 

This subcommittee through the De-
partment of Justice funds our State 
and local police departments which are 
so important as well from not only the 
enforcement end but the prosecution 
end through the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

NASA is also funded through this 
subcommittee. It explores our planets 
and our universe and inspires our Na-
tion and next generation to be sci-
entists and engineers. 

We also fund the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, pro-
tecting our marine resources and the 
jobs that depend on them. 

It also protects our weather to save 
lives. Many people don’t realize that 
the wonderful weather reports they get 
in their communities comes because of 
the NOAA weather administration. 
They think it comes from the Weather 
Channel. We all love the Weather Chan-
nel, but the Weather Channel depends 
on NOAA. 

The National Science Foundation is 
also funded, providing basic research at 
our universities to advance science and 
support teacher training and develop-
ment. 

We also fund several independent 
commissions and agencies, including 
the Commission on Civil Rights, the 
EEOC, the Legal Services Commission, 
the International Trade Commission, 
and the U.S. Trade Representative. 

Senator SHELBY’s and my No. 1 pri-
ority is making sure that 300 million 
Americans who work hard and play by 
the rules are safe from terrorism and 
violent crime. We also want to protect 
jobs in our country. So we are the basic 
investors in innovation through edu-
cation and through promoting an inno-
vation-friendly government, making 
strategic investments in research and 

education in science and technology, 
keeping America No. 1 in science and 
also No. 1 in the space exploration pro-
gram. 

We want to create jobs in America 
that will stay in America. However, 
we, too, are fiscal stewards of the pub-
lic purse and, therefore, accountability 
has been a hallmark of our bipartisan 
relationship. We do stand sentry 
against waste, fraud, and abuse with 
strong fiscal accountability and stew-
ardship of hard-earned taxpayers’ dol-
lars. 

I wish to take a few minutes to talk 
about keeping America safe. The CJS 
bill provides $27.4 billion for the Jus-
tice Department. We actually went 
above the President’s request by $300 
million because we wanted to make an 
extra effort to protect our homeland 
and protect our hometowns. 

This bill is one of the most important 
sources of Federal funds for State and 
local law enforcement, for our front-
line men and women of our State and 
local police forces. It is the cops on the 
beat who protect our families and at 
the same time they are asked to do 
more. 

We are providing $3.2 billion to sup-
port that thin blue line to make sure 
the police are safe with equipment they 
need, such as bulletproof vests and also 
new technologies. 

‘‘CSI’’ is not only a great TV show, 
but we think CSI should be funded in 
the Federal budget to use the best of 
science to catch the worst of the crimi-
nals. 

We also fund Byrne formula grants, 
and this bill will provide $510 million 
for State and local police operations to 
do their job. 

We are funding important programs 
in juvenile justice, which are very key 
programs of intervention and men-
toring, but also very strong programs 
for antigang efforts—$407 million. 

We also want to prevent, protect, and 
prosecute when it comes to violence 
against women, whether it is domestic 
violence, sexual assault, rape, or stalk-
ing—over $435 million—the highest 
level of funding ever. 

We also have very important Federal 
law enforcement. All of us know and 
love the FBI. This bill will provide $7.9 
billion to keep us safe from violent 
crime and also white collar crime, in-
vestigating financial and mortgage 
fraud. 

I want to acknowledge the role of 
Senator SHELBY, who is an authorizer 
on the Banking Committee and a mem-
ber of this Appropriations Committee. 
He has taken on the issue of mortgage 
fraud and wanted it to be thoroughly 
investigated. We have done that 
through the FBI. 

Many people don’t realize, though, 
that after 9/11, when everyone was 
clamoring for something like the MI–5, 
such as the British have, we said: 
Three cheers for the British way, but 
we want a USA way, so we created an 
agency within an agency where the FBI 
is part of our most significant fight 
against terrorism. 
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